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F

ort Lévis, on Isle
Royal, (Chimney
Island) was built
by French forces in the
spring and early summer
of 1760.This fortiﬁed
island was more defensible than Fort de La
Presentation.
The garrison at Fort
Lévis surrendered after a
gallant defense on 25th
August 1760 to the
British Army commanded by Sir Jeﬀery
Amherst.

www.fort1749.org

"On the 25th, at daybreak, M. Pouchot
opened ﬁre with three guns on the batteries
which were causing us the most trouble.
These guns were the only ones which
remained intact to cover the front under
attack and one of them, the most important
one, was even missing a third of its barrel,
having twice exploded. For a lack of shot of
the right caliber, we ﬁred two or three small
balls at a time. From the enemy's movements
in their trenches, we could see that this
manner of ﬁring bothered them a good deal.
But, we were simply unable to destroy or
even to damage their batteries to any great
extent." (Note 1)
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Construction of the St Lawrence Seaway 1954-1959

Isle Royal (Chimney Island)
Before the Seaway

Isle Royal (Chimney Island)
After the Seaway

P

ost WWII and the Korea War,
the Seaway was constructed
under a diﬀerent consideration
that we have today. Many historic
items and locations were destroyed
and lost forever in the name of
progress.
One ﬁnd made of iron was
dredged from the river bottom. Not
intact but still with markings, it was
kept from the scrap heap of history
and stored in a barn. A half century
or more passed before its history was
deciphered from its marks and condition.
Pictures and measurements of
the iron gun (note 2) missing a third
of its barrel was reviewed by Ruth
Rhynas Brown, Ordnance Society of
Great Britain, in 2019.
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This is her “Report No 251” Cast Iron Demi-culverin c1650
The gun is damaged and some of the marks are diﬃcult
to decipher, so that we can only make a partial identiﬁcation and
some suggestions.

thought to be the Swan, lost in 1653. A gun with a similar breechplate arrangement is in the Museum of Artillery collection: 3/251;
a 7½ foot saker aboard the Royal Katherine in 1699; it also may
have been a Commonwealth piece as it has no rose and crown, but
So what can we say deﬁnitely?
the barrel is in too poor a state to check for badges. If the gun did
This gun was made in England. It was in Government service as it have a Commonwealth shield, this would date it between c. 1649has a broad arrow. It was probably out of service before 1699 as it c. 1660. This is also the period when cast-iron drakes were
has no Browne Survey mark.
produced in large numbers, mainly for the Navy. It would also
suggest that the gun was still in service in the 1660s when the
We can identify the type - it most likely to be a demi-culverin;
Restoration Ordnance ordered the Commonwealth arms to be
but there is a lesser possibility it is a “saker” whose bore has been removed from iron guns.
widened through use from 3½ inches; a very few saker drakes are
in this weight and length category.
A few commonwealth guns have survived whose badges have
been erased. These include XIX.380 of the Royal Armouries, a
Drakes were most common during the 1640s and 1650s. These
saker of 7 feet. An interesting example is a culverin drake of 8
were shorter, lighter guns with a conical bore; they used less
feet currently at Fort York in Toronto which not only has the patch
powder than conventional guns, which meant they were cast with where the commonwealth arms have been removed, it also has a
thinner walls, often in slightly shorter lengths, which made them CR engraved in the space.
signiﬁcantly lighter, and consequently much appreciated by the
Navy. They fell out of favour in the 1660s.
Conclusion
The type of gun that identiﬁes most closely to this weight and
calibre is the demi-culverin drake of the 1650s. There is one
payment in 1650 to John Browne from the Oﬃce of Ordnance of
a demi-culverin drake of 18-3-09. However, during the
Commonwealth and Protectorate a number of payments are
missing, while in the 1640s a number of payments do not record
the individual weights of the guns purchased. So there is plenty
wriggle room in this.

An English cast-iron gun, probably a demi-culverin
drake, dating from the 1650s.”
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The details of the gun also suggest a date in the mid-17th
Note 2 This may be the iron gun that was describe as "missing a third of
century. The pattern of the breech is identical to the minion
its barrel, having twice exploded" in St. Lawrence County Historical
recovered from the Mull wreck (Martin 2017: 142-3). This is
Association Quarterly. article.
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Your Cordial Invitation to the

Fort La Présentation
Annual Dinner and Awards
at the Inn at Gran View
October 28, 2022

With a silent and live auction
Social at 5:30 Dinner is at 7:00
Tickets $38.00

