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 On ancient maps of Canada 
sometimes appear the names Anse La 
Galette, Pointe de la Galette, La Vieille 
Galette, and La Nouvelle Galette - 
Cove Point, Old, and New Galette. Old 
Cove Galette was at the north shore of 
the St. Lawrence River at the site now 
Johnstown, Ontario. 
 Pointe de la Galette was the tip 
of the Old fort La Presentation 
peninsula. The cove and land beside it 
were cited by Jesuit historian Pierre 
Francois Xavier de Charlevoix, who 
suggested that a fort should be built 
there. This was not done, but a 
warehouse was constructed to link 
Montreal with distant posts of the 
colony.
 After Fort La Presentation was 
completed, the warehouse at La Galette 
was abandoned. Boatmen, however, 

gave to the fort the name La Galette, 
which means "cake" in French. So there 
were two Galettes, the old and the new. 
A voyage to La Galette also meant a 
trip to Fort La Presentation.
 Two Galettes caused numerous 
errors in English history. Amherst 
referred to Fort de la Galette, as did 
some other military figures in England 
and Canada. Smith's History of New 
York referred to "La Galette or 
Oswegatchie."
 Joseph Antoine Lefebvre de la 
Barre, governor of New France from 
1682 to 1685, stopped at La Galette in 
1684. He advocated construction of a 
fort there but the French government 
turned a deaf ear to his proposal. 

By Liz Baxter, former Ogdensburg
 City Historian 

Fort de La Presentation or 
was it Fort La Galette ?
Fort de La Presentation has been confused, at times, with 
La Galette and sometimes called,Fort La Galette in error.

1852 Map of the St Lawrence
shows La Gallette at the head 
of the rapids where you need to 
change to different boats 

Fort de La Presentation

La Galette



State of the Works at Oswegatchie 1782
On August 16, 1782, the Governor-General of Canada, Frederick Haldimand 

iissued an order that would “reduce to a small command” the post at Oswegatchie.  

 Only a few months before, George Washing-
ton’s colonial army supported by the French, defeated 
Lord Cornwallis' veteran army at Yorktown, Virginia. 
Washington’s victory at Yorktown led directly to the 
peace negotiations that ended the Revolutionary War 
in 1783. 
 Governor-General Haldimand, in this period 
between victory at Yorktown and the signing of the 
Treaty of Paris, restructured many of the posts along 
on what would become the US and Canadian border.  
 In September of 1782 a series of “State of the 
Works” reports were issued by General Henry Watson 

ii
Powell at Quebec.  These reports contained detailed 
information on the bases on Lake Ontario and the 
upper St. Lawrence. The reports are available in 
documents in the British Library’s Haldimand Papers: 
a Collection of Letters and Drafts relating to the upper 
posts for the year 1760-1782. They contain some 
interesting documents and first-hand accounts relating 
to the post at Oswegatchie.
 The original documents are handwritten in the 
18th English of the day and can be a challenge to read 
and understand. The “State of the Works” report for 
Oswegatchie is brief but it details, in a first-hand 
account, the status of the fortification. Interestingly 
used in the report is the French spelling “picquets” 
meaning a picket or a pointed wooden stake driven 
into the ground, typically to form a defense.    
 Some of the reports issued by Powell, were 
written by Lt. Ronald McDonald of the 84th regiment. 
One such report was the present strength of the 

iii
garrison at Oswegatchie on September 11, 1782. 
At that time the garrison of 30 men consisted of eight 
officers, and specialists, and 22 rank and file.
 
Following is the report in text form:

State of the Works at Oswegatchie.
Sept the 11th 1782
  The Platforms are defective from 
the decaying of their planks.
  The Stones near the foundation of 
the outside of the Magazine are some 
displaced from the corner, and several others 
seem to be loose.
  On the North Angle of the work, 
outside of the Barrack wants shingling. 
  The Ficaaide on the top of the work 
wants repair in different places 
 The Picquets all around the work 
are very bad and in some places entirely 
rotted away.
  The Post is at present unprovided 
with rather a Barrack Master, Smith, 
Carpenter, or Mason and many necessaries 
wanted in each of their Departments. 
  The Barrack furniture lately at this 
Post is sent away except the sufciency 
requisite for the precedent garrison.

 H. Watson Powell, 
Brig Gen
State of the works at Oswegatchie 
Sep the 11, 1782.

By Dennis & Kathi McCarthy

i    Haldimand Papers MG 21, Add. Mss. 21711, (B-51) Page161 "Haldimand to reduce command at Oswegatchie”
ii   Haldimand Papers MG 21, Add. Mss. 21759, (B-99) Page 166 "State of the Works at Oswegatchie”
iii  Haldimand Papers MG 21, Add. Mss. 21759, (B-99) Page 168 "Strength of the garrison at Oswegatchie”

Les Nouvelles du FortPage 2



Les Nouvelles du Fort Page 3

 The Fort La Presentation Association, 
in conjunction with the Ogdensburg Historical 
Commission, and Forsyth’s Rifle 
Reenactment Organization, re-dedicated the 
refurbished headstones of Sheriff Joseph York 
and his wife Lavinia. 
 The headstones are in the City of 
Ogdensburg Cemetery on State Highway 812. 
The headstones had begun to weather and 
lean toward one another. Thanks to the efforts 
and vision of these three organizations and 
others, the stones have been reset in the 
ground and professionally cleaned.
 On Saturday Sept. 18, 2021, a celebra-
tion of the refurbishment was held, along with 
a formal dedication of the new Pomeroy 
Legends and Lore sign which has been placed 
in the cemetery in honor of Sheriff York and 
his wife. 

Re-dedication Of Sheriff York Headstones

 Joseph York was the undersheriff for St. 
Lawrence County for three years and sheriff 
for another four years. He served as the county 
representative in the state legislature for three 
years and was involved with establishing the 
first volunteer Fire department in Ogdensburg. 
He also helped defend his town twice during 
the War Of 1812 by manning an artillery 
position during the two attacks.
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Royal Banner 
of France

King’s Colors

From 1534 to 1763 the royal 
banner of France or 
"Bourbon Flag" was the most 
commonly used flag in 
New France (east and Central 
Canada) during the French 
regime. This flag displayed 
three gold fleur-de-lis on a dark 
blue field. French military flags, 
including the white flag of 
la marine royale, were also 
flown in New France.
                      

The Hiawatha Wampum Belt 
is a visual record of the creation of the 

League of the Haudenosaunee 
(also known as the Six Nations or Iroquois)

At the center of the Hiawatha 
Belt is the Confederacy's 
symbol, the "Great White 
Pine," also known as the "Tree 
of Peace." The center figure 
also represents the Onondaga 
Nation where the central 
council fires reside -- all issues 
involving the entire 
Confederacy are debated and 
decided there. The other 
Haudenosaunee nations are 
visualized as squares: on the 

outer edges are the Mohawks, 
guardians of the Eastern Door; 
and the Seneca, Keepers of the 
Western Door. The Oneida 
and Cayuga are depicted in 
the two inner squares; the 
Tuscarora, the sixth nation in 
the Confederacy, joined after 
this Wampum was created.

John Mohawk, Ph.D. (Seneca)
Professor of American Studies

SUNY Buffalo

The flag of Great Britain, 
commonly known as King's 
Colours, the Union Jack, or 
the British flag, was used at 
sea from 1606 and more 
generally from 1707 to 
1801. ... The flag consists of 
the red cross of Saint 
George, patron saint of 
England, superimposed on 
the Saltire of Saint Andrew, 
patron saint of Scotland.
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