
reached about midstream, two 
artillery pieces located on the 
American shore opened fire. 
One of the guns was manned by 
Sheriff Joseph York. The 1,200 
men who made up the defenders 
suffered no casualties. The at-
tempted attack was thwarted 
with the loss of three of the 
attackers and the possible loss 
of one of the boats. After this 
abortive attempt by the British, 
a fragile peace existed between 
the two antagonists. Life in the 
town returned to near normal 
routine.  Until the beginning of 
1813. 

     On the morning of February 
22, 1813, the Riflemen inside 
Fort Presentation watched as 
British and Canadian Fencibles 
performed military drills on the 
ice of the St. Lawrence River.  
This was a common occurrence, 
the British officers periodically 
drilled their troops on the ice 

     The Fort Association is 
pleased to report that Witherbee 
and Whalen have a marvelous 
job restoring the gravestones of 
both Sheriff Joseph York and 
his wife Lavinia.  Board mem-
ber Dallas Robinson has com-
pleted much research of Sheriff 
York and has written the follow-
ing brief history on the man.  

     Joseph York came to Og-
densburg in 1805.  Prior to his 
arrival, as a young man he was 
part of the Provisional Forces, 
in New England, joining in 
1798 and served until 1800.  
Little is known about his early 
time in Ogdensburg, however 
this much is known, York was 
made the County Under Sheriff 
for three years and then County 
Sheriff for four years.  Ogdens-
burg at this time was the Seat of 
St. Lawrence County, not Can-
ton as it is today.  Depending on 
the source, York was also a 
member of the St. Lawrence 
County Militia, additionally he 

was also a charter member of 
the fledgling fire department of 
Ogdensburg.  Based on this 
information it is safe to assume 
York was dedicated to his 
adopted home.  

     The St. Lawrence River was 
the main conduit for transport-
ing supplies to Great Britain’s 
military posts located in Upper 
Canada some as far away as 
Lake Michigan.  This made an 
inviting target for American 
forces. The sniping by Ameri-
can forces at bateaux and crew, 
the capturing of supplies from 
the British and Canadian mili-
tary, combined with the raids 
into Canada required a response 
from Fort Wellington. 

     On October 4th, 1812 a flotil-
la of British boats and gunboats 
came downstream and made a 
turn for the American shore. In 
quick reaction, the American 
forces lined the river to receive 
the attack. When the flotilla 
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New York State Militia and an 
artillery piece under the command 
of Sheriff York and volunteers 
from the town. Both guns fired 
until Kellogg's gun was disabled 
and his gunners left to join For-
syth at the fort.  Sheriff York 
continued to operate his gun until 
his crew members were wounded. 
As the enemy approached him; 
York continued to load. The ene-
my troops were about to charge 
York with their bayonets, when 
their commander halted the line 
and declared “there stands a man 

because of the available room to 
perform maneuvers and move-
ment. The Riflemen found it 
quite amusing to watch the drill-
ing in the bitter cold.  It wasn’t 
until the parading troops were 
spotted moving towards the south 
shore of the St. Lawrence that the 
alarm was raised that an attack 
was underway.  

     At the intersection of Ford and 
Euphania St. (now called State 
St.) the invaders came in contact 
with two artillery pieces. One 
commanded by Captain Kellogg, 

too brave to be killed” and York 
was taken prisoner and was taken 
to the jail in Johnstown, Canada.  
Ogdensburg was captured and 
Forsyth was forced to retreat. 

     Lavinia York was not idle 
during the war and reportedly 
contributed to the war effort by 
means of producing cartridges.  
She remained in the courthouse 
where they lived, even while it 
was under musket fire. Mrs. York 
finally retreated, taking with her 
cash and spoons, and joining with 
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Oswegatchie's First War Ship by  
By Dennis & Kathi McCarthy, Directors of the St. Lawrence River Historical Foundation, Inc. 

 “In short I must doubt if a completer 
or better ship of her burthen could 
have been built in any of his Majes-
ties Yards in England” 

   The above was written by Captain 
Maxwell and sent to General Gage 
dated Montreal, June 22, 1771, on 
the receiving of His Majesty Snow 
(1) General Haldimand launched in 
1771 at Oswegatchie (present-day 
Ogdensburg NY). 

   The Haldimand was built under 
contract to the British Army by John 
Blackburn, a London-based mer-
chant and army contractor.  From 
1754 to 1760, the British and French 
built over 18 major warships on Lake 
Ontario and the Thousand Islands. 
By 1765 all these ships had sunk, 
been castaway, burned, or were 
abandoned.  That year the Schooner 
Brunswick was launched at Oswego 
and was the only government vessel 
on Lake Ontario and the Upper St. 
Lawrence River. By 1771 the Bruns-
wick had been condemned and listed 
as unfit for service.  

   The Haldimand, the Brunswick's 
replacement, was the only British 
government-built vessel at Oswegat-
chie. She was 150-ton, 76 feet on 
deck by 24 feet 8 inches by 8 feet 8 
inches, and was pierced for fourteen 
guns.  Her service would be to pro-
vide shipments of goods, supplies, 
and troops between Fort Niagara and 
other posts to and from Oswegatchie.   
She also carried private cargo for 
merchants.  Until 1776 a few private 
vessels also operated on the lakes.   
With the outbreak of the American 

other women, fled to the town of 
Heuvelton about 15 miles away.  
Mrs. York came back the next day 
to find her home ransacked and her 
husband gone.  Lavinia learned 
where York was held, gained trans-
portation and pass to go through the 
lines. She arrived in Johnstown, 
Ontario and demanded the return of 
her husband and belongings.  
Lavinia and Joseph lived out their 
days in Ogdensburg, New York.  
Sheriff York died in May of 1827, 
Mrs. York died  in July 1861. 

Revolution in 1776, the Provincial Marine took control of all ves-
sels on the Lake and forbade any private craft. 

   By 1782 the Haldimand had been in service for 11 years when a 
fire burned its sails and cordage while they were in winter storage 
at Carleton Island. The vessel was condemned and its guns and 
crew were assigned to small boats.  She was still listed on reports 
up to 1785 but there was no documentation of her sailing. By 1787 
a large disabled vessel was identified as being at Carleton Island. 

     A map, drawn in 1810 by British Lieutenant, Col. A. Gray, 
locates a shipwreck in North Bay of Carleton Island.  This ship-
wreck is the Haldimand and its remains are still there today.   

    In 1974 NYSDA [New York State Divers Association] was 
granted a permit under provisions of the New York State Educa-
tion Law Section 233 to survey the wreck located in North Bay, 
Carleton Island. 

    New York Office of Parks and Recreation set up a preservation 

lab in Sackets Harbor, New York to 
receive artifacts and put them 
through a preservation process. For 
the years 1974 and 1975, the ship 
was excavated during the summer. 
Artifacts were recovered, bagged, 
recorded, and sent to Sackets Harbor. 
Photos were taken on-site of the 
artifacts as well as features on the 
wreck such as a hole that was 
chopped in the bottom near the stern 
indicating that it had purposely been 
sunk. 

     By 1976 the survey and excava-
tion were complete. The artifacts and 
information from it supported the 
premise that the wreck was His Maj-
esty's Snow the General Haldimand 
that was built at Oswegatchie in 
1771. The over 1000 items recovered 
from the hull of the Haldimand are at 
the New York State Museum in Al-
bany. These artifacts are available to 
loan by accredited museums. 

(1)  Snow is a square rigged vessel with 
two masts, complemented by a trysail-
mast stepped on the quarterdeck immedi-
ately behind the main mast. See Falconer 
W 1769, “An Universal Dictionary of the 
Marine” London, page 271 

Reference: 

“Carleton Island’s North Bay Wreck” By 
Dennis McCarthy, Quarterly Journal of 
the National Museum of the Great Lakes, 
2019, Volume 75, Page 151-163 

Haldimand Papers MG 21, ADD. Mss. 
21787, (B-127)  

www.forthaldimand.com/ on the North 
Bay Wreck page 

Original Watercolor of the Haldimand   

by Roland (Chip) Stevens, Pultneyville, NY 2019 
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Q u a r t e r l y  U p d a t e s  
 

The Fort Association is moving forward with a million-dollar project to stabilize the site’s shoreline and raise a portion 
of its trail system. The Association received $1.3 million Resiliency and Economic Development Initiative grant from 
the state. The project will allow the association to buffer the shoreline of the historical property, which itself is a point 
where the Oswegatchie River meets the St. Lawrence River. Trails have sustained damage and the property has been 
inundated with periods of high water over the last few years. 

This fall, the Association installed a wonderful new William G. Pome-
roy sign on the fort property celebrating Fort de la Presentation’s his-
tory. Thank you so much to the William G. Pomeroy Foundation, the 
Ogdensburg Public Library, and Julie Madlin, City Historian of     
Ogdensburg.  

On September 16, the Fort Association had a live raffle draw-

ing , sharing with our members of the Fort  la Presentation 

Friends Facebook page. Congratulations to Matt Dimon of Wad-

dington! 
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU. 

While this is the second news letter of 2020, the Fort de la Présentation Association is working to get our newsletter back up and 

run-ning on a regular basis throughout the year. And we’d love to have more input from you our members! 

If you have thoughts and ideas of what you’d like to see shared in our newsletter, please share with us and reach out to us via our 

website: www.fort1749.org, our Facebook Page: Fort La Presentation Friends,  or send us a letter through snail mail! 

Visit the Abbé Picquet Trail this summer where you can not only get some fresh air, see the local osprey nest, watch for passing 

ships along the St. Lawrence River, but also learn about local history though many of our interpretive signage. See you there! 


